Report of the Reception given to Padmasree P.R. Krishnakumar at Thiruvananthapuram.

Date: 06.02.09  Venue: Hotel Pankaj, Statue, Thiruvananthapuram

It was with great excitement that the AVP family here at Thiruvananthapuram received the news about the award of Padmasree to our honorable MD Sri. P.R. Krishna Kumar. Soon we were to discover that this was a happiness shared by the natives here at Thiruvananthapuram who are also a part of the AVP family one way or the other. This was well evident from the congratulatory messages and telephone calls we received here. 
Dr. P.V. Ramachandran of AVP Edappal Branch and Mr. Somanathan, ASM, Marketing were among the first to convey the happy news to us.The celebrations had to begin from the family. Discussions were held over the telephone with the Addl. GM. Operations who gave timely advice which was helpful in managing further activities. Arrangements for raising banners in both our Trivandrum centres were made immediately and sweets were distributed among our customers, neighbors and well-wishers. As the participation grew larger and larger we thought it befitting to organize a public function to commemorate this rare event. Addl. GM gave a green flag and our MD  gave a positive nod. By this time various Ayurvedic  organizations came forward one by one expressing the need to arrange a felicitation function at Thiruvananthapuram. Dr. M. R. Vasudevan Namboothiri, Dr. C. Suresh Kumar, Triveni Nursing Home, Dr. D. Ramanathan, Dr. J. Hareendran Nair, our various agents and distributors also joined us. Their enthusiasm gave us more energy and spirit. Information was passed onto Medical Director Dr. K.G. Raveendran also. He was particular that the meeting should be conducted on February 6th itself so as not to disturb MD’s preplanned programmes. 
A committee was constituted immediately and invitations were given for printing. We got 500 invitations ready on 3rd February. AVP staff took the responsibility of inviting guests and a list of 250 selected dignitaries was prepared. Invitations started on that very evening. Even though we went late night to most of the places to avoid disturbance in consultation and sales, the AVP representatives got a warm welcome at each house . Mr. Ravikumar (Rtd. Engineer, Doodarshan) who took up the initiative of inviting the members of Varier Samajam lightened our work. 
 On the dusk  of 6th February the Anantha Hall at Hotel Pankaj witnessed a grand reception.  Guests hailing from different walks of life assembled there to make the function a memorable one. The function started after lamp lighting by Hon. Health Minister Smt. P.K. Sreemati  Teacher. Paithtrikaratnam Unnikrishnan of Sanskrit College Trivandrum chanted the prayer aand this created a spiritual atmosphere.  Honorable Minister for Health who inaugurated the function appreciated AVP MD’s contributions for the cause of Ayurveda. Dr. J. Hareendran Nair presided over the meeting. He was of the opinion that Padmasree awarded to Krishnakumarji is a recognition for the Ayurvedic community as a whole. Sri.   V. Surendran Pillai, MLA, Thiruvananthapuram West, presented the memento to our MD. He mentioned about the superior quality of AVP medicines.    Honourable Minister for Education, M.A. Baby could not be present physically but he assured his participation through a bouquet specially sent for M.D.  Mrs. Radha Unni, former CGM, SBI, recollected the relationship their family had with Rajamandiram and appreciated AVP’s present activities for taking Ayurveda to the new generation. Prof. Abdul Wahab in his welcome sppech found time to mention about the Gurukula system of education followed at our college and the difference it made to alumni of AVC, Coimbatore. Mrs. BIju Harikumar, Councilor,Statue Ward, Dr. C. Ratnakaran, DAME, Dr. Anita Jacob, Director, ISM, Dr. M.R. V. Namboothiri, Principal,  Govt. Ayurveda College, TVM, Dr. V.G. Udayakumar, State President, AMAI and Dr. Sukumar Varier, Chief Physician. Kottakkal Arya Vaidya Sala, TVM offered felicitations. Dr. Sukumar Varier remembered his father P.R. Varier’s words that Aniyan will grow to great heights one day. Representatives of various organizations honoured  Krishnakunarji with “Ponnada” . Sri. Raveendran Thampi  IAS [Rtd.} Palace Secretary honoured our MD on behalf of Maharaja of Travancore. Sri. Sangeeth Shulka, CGM, SBI Corporate office Hyderabad who was at Trivandrum for a official work attended the function and presented a boquet. Sri Niranjan Pasha, SBI CGM Incharge, also honoured  MD. Sri Parameswarji, Director, Bharateeya Vichara Kendra,  who has high regards for Krishnakumarji, was out of station, but  came late to greet MD personally.   Krishnakumarji’s  reply address was notable and thought provoking. The function was followed by High Tea. Presence  of important personalities from different walks of life made this function memorable.
The function received good media coverage and the next day’s different newspapers came out with a good report of the same. 
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